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finds by L. Capasso in Pompeii and environs, by P. Catalano and his team for the 
Collatina necropolis of Rome, as well as of documentation for Roman Britain [e.g. 
p. 132-135; 167-168]. This book comes with a conclusion which is as convincing and 
well written as the whole of the monograph. On the level of everyday life, family 
networks and social relations could improve the situation of the disabled, but at the 
same time integration into the wider community was not at all synonymous with what 
we would call wellbeing. As concerns views and perceptions, it is just not possible to 
discern ‘one’ attitude of Romans towards disabilities: social class, gender, 
philosophical background, and the eye of the beholder are key to contextualise and 
understand any statements on the matter. I feel that Husquin has perhaps been too 
cautious in rather strictly approaching “the Roman world”: a comparison, even briefly, 
with contemporary Jewish views, with the miracles of Jesus, or with early Christian 
standpoints on ‘perfect bodies’ (C. Moss, Divine Bodies: Resurrecting Perfection in the 
New Testament and Early Christianity, New Haven, 2019), might have given the 
readers a glimpse of a broader comparative view. In all, the book is carefully and almost 
impeccably edited, and comes at a most affordable price. It is a landmark study, which 
simply cannot be overlooked by any scholar studying the burgeoning field of 
disabilities in the ancient world. I would highly recommend it for classicists, for socio-
cultural historians of Antiquity, and those readers with a broad interest for the history 
of the body in general. Christian LAES  
 
 
Nicolas RICHER, Atlas de la Grèce classique. Ve-IVe siècle av. J.-C., l’âge d’or d’une 
civilisation fondatrice. Paris, Autrement, 2017. 1 vol. broché, 96 p. Prix : 24 €. ISBN 
9782746745674. 
 

In maniera molto intelligente la scuola francese di storia antica ha promosso negli 
ultimi vent’anni una serie di piccoli, ma utili manuali di geografia storica che coprono 
ambiti cronologici e geografici diversi (a titolo di esempio: R. Morkot, Atlas de la 
Grèce antique, 6500 à 30 av. J.-C., Paris, 1999 e P. Cabanes, Petit Atlas historique de 
l’Antiquité grecque, Paris, 2007). Pensati come supporto allo studio universitario, 
questi manuali si caratterizzano per l’agilità dei contenuti e per il prezzo relativamente 
modesto. L’atlante in questione è organizzato in trentasette capitoli tematici suddivisi 
in cinque sezioni: 1) risorse naturali e uomini; 2) l’evoluzione politica della Grecia e 
dei Balcani nel V secolo; 3) i Greci d’Occidente nel V e IV secolo; 4) l’affermazione 
delle grandi potenze nel IV secolo e la pratica della guerra; 5) evoluzione culturale e 
grandi santuari. Ogni capitolo consta di una o più cartine geografiche e di un ricco 
corredo di immagini esplicative che fungono da supporto a una sintetica, ma esaustiva 
introduzione agli argomenti trattati. Ai capitoli di carattere prettamente geografico, 
dedicati al territorio e alle risorse naturali del paese, seguono quelli sull’organizzazione 
politica delle diverse regioni della Grecia classica (Peloponneso, Attica, Beozia, 
Tessaglia, Creta, Ionia, Grecità d’Occidente, Mar Nero, Cipro e Macedonia), ai prin-
cipali avvenimenti storici dei secoli V e IV a.C. (guerre persiane, imperialismo ateniese, 
guerra del Peloponneso) e a una serie di temi specifici affrontati con approccio diacro-
nico (urbanizzazione, poeti e storici, religione e santuari). Il testo è corredato da una 
tavola cronologica, un utile specchietto con le unità di misura utilizzate nel periodo 
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classico e una brevissima bibliografia. Sebbene non si possa fare a meno di apprezzare 
la qualità dell’apparato cartografico e iconografico, va rilevata l’assenza di qualsiasi 
riferimento alla lingua e alla relativa diffusione di alfabeti e dialetti, alle anfizionie e 
alla riflessione filosofica, giustificabili solo alla luce dell’economia di un volume che 
si prefigge in primis sinteticità e agilità espositiva. Meno giustificabile il macroscopico 
errore presente nella sezione dedicata alle riforme di Clistene (p. 32), in cui si afferma 
che questi avrebbe istituito ben 700 arconti!  Jessica PICCININI 
 
 
Michaela STARK, Göttliche Kinder. Ikonographische Untersuchung zu den Darstel-
lungskonzeptionen von Gott und Kind bzw. Gott und Mensch in der griechischen Kunst. 
Stuttgart, Franz Steiner Verlag, 2012. 1 vol. relié, 358 p. (POTSDAMER ALTERTUMS-
WISSENSCHAFTLICHE BEITRÄGE, 39). Prix : 67 €. ISBN 978-3-515-10139-4. 
 

One of the challenges of anthropomorphic traditions is to acknowledge the possi-
bility of deities with bodies that are far from perfect (Chr. Laes, “Disability”, in 
J. Bremmer, G. Petridou, J. Rüpke, E. Begemann (Ed.), Religion in Context, Leyde, 
2021). This also counts for gods whose childhood life stage is depicted and narrated. In 
a painstakingly thorough analysis, including both the literary sources from the Homeric 
hymns up to the classical era and a wide array of iconographical material (vases, reliefs, 
statues, coins, mural paintings), Stark researches the divine childhood of gods and 
heroes Apollo, Hermes, Zeus, Dionysus, Athena, Artemis, Heracles, and Achilles 
(p. 19-163). These divine children seem to have some traits in common, not least the 
fact that they supersede their childhood stage with deeds that announce their future 
greatness. In the analysis, Dionysus gets special attention, since the iconography of this 
god in the fifth century BCE shows particular attention to everyday life depictions of 
childhood (p. 89: vom göttlichen Kind zu kindlichen Gott). The following part of the 
book compares the world of myth to society (p. 165-209: Mythos und Bürgerwelt). 
Various features stand out: the omnipresence of the father figure and the absence of 
mothers; the silence about the divine childhood of goddesses (possibly related to the 
fact that the gods whose childhood is depicted had some protective roles as children are 
concerned – though this argument would not count in the case of Artemis); the 
emergence of the Attic educational system from the early fifth century BCE ON in the 
depictions of Achilles and Heracles, the latter as a “troublemaker” (Störenfried) killing 
his schoolmaster Linus. In the concluding chapter, Stark summarises the main points, 
nuancing the term “divine children” (göttliche Kinder) – “gods as children” 
(Götterkinder) seems more appropriate, since it is the divine aspect which is stressed 
throughout in iconography. Almost one third of the book (p. 223-319) consist of an 
extremely useful catalogue of iconographical sources, and also the bibliography, the 
indices and the 32 tables with excellent photographs are a real treat to the readers. While 
the book still shows some traces of the original PhD at the University of Saarbrücken 
(2008), including some repetitions, it has merited its place as a work of reference for 
years to come. Several reviewers have already noted the lack of reference to 
S. Schlegelmilch, Bürger, Gott und Götterschützling: Kinderbilder der hellenistischen 
Kunst und Literatur, Berlin – New York, 2009. In Hellenistic times, images of divine 
children seem to reflect more and more the ideals of civil society. Christian LAES  


